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MUMMA REUNION

Pond Pavilion, Frank Park - Fort Wayne, Ind.
Sat. Sept. 5, 1987 Basket Dinner 12:30

This is the annual gathering of the descendents of the Mummas who settled on
fidams County Indiana. They were descendents of George the son of George
Anthony, the oldest son of the immigrant Leonard. For more on this branch see
The Genealogy of the George Mumma Family of Westmoreland County Pa. 1732-1971
oy Richard Gienn Huffman. Jonn Mumma anc his wife Magdaiena Fretz moved from
Wesimoreiand County Ffennsyivania 1io Tuscarawas County Ohio before i853. At
least three of the next generation moved on to Adams County Indianna: Chrisiian
Mumma Bborn in Pennsyivania 2 Juna iBiZ, and his wiTe Rebecca Snyder born in
Washington Couniy Maryiand 5 Nov,i8i5. 8arbara Mumma & {805 Fa married to
Micnael Weliz and Catnerine Vumma D 2@ July iBi4 Fa m Rev William Lower. .

MOOMAW REUNION

Denver UWilliams Park Wilmington, Ghio

Sun. Sept. &, 1367 , Basket Dinner 1:00
This is a gathering of the descendenis of 221 John Moomaw and his wife Sarbara
Ranci. They were born in Eerl twp. Lancaster County Ffennsylvania and attended
the Muddy Creek Reformed Church where their older children were paptised.
Before 1790 they moved to Botetourt County Virginia. About 1812 their son John
who had married Sophie Snyder and daughter Barbara married to Joseph Beain,
moved to Ross County Uhio. A few years later John and Barbara and their younger
chiidren folliowed. Leaving in Virginia their sons Christian married to
Catherine Snyder and Philip married to Mary Catherine Biggler. 1In Ross Countiy
John bought two pieces of land then they sold all but i7 i/7 acres to daughter
Elizabveinh and sons Uavid and Jacob. ©On the Bth of July 1837 John made a wiil
ieaving the 17 i/2 acres to daughter Eva Fisher, who was a widow and $i to each
of ine resi of the chiidren. It is probable that at this time John and Barbara
reiurned to Virginia to see the famiiies of Chrisiian and Fihilip.

The John € Mumma of the following article from the Roanoke times was a grandson
aof Phillip and was born about the time they would have returned to Virgintia.
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One Man’s Vision

Responszble For Roanoke

Tohn C. Moomaw, Of Cloverdale, Said To H‘ue Been First Tor
Work To Bring Shenandoah Valley Road To Big
Lick-~Dramatic Episode Recalled

med over with a friend near Buchanan,
nd left instructions taat if the peti-
.en could be gotten up i* was to be
ant by special messenger to Hrn thaz
ight; and the messengrer shot
im at onez o'clock on tho foilow
orning as he emerzed from a ¢
ne intersecting the old turnpille noar
uchanan,
A narry call was seul ou
~0 dozen citizens of Diy
oat e meeting., No orec i
Pf as to 11 csr prosent, but ML C.
b £, one of “w survivors, i3 of i
. e

Largely

By. C. W. Thomas.
Rorer, J. M. Gambiil, John Kefauver,'
F S. Trout and others. The con-: . 1C LT
iy IHQM-‘S ‘Lifcl::) was held at the Neal Housc n C. M. ’1'\. wer, ML

, It Is a well aut.hentxcdted bit of his-

,ory, but not generally wn, that the
arst. comprehensiva sugge Eled
0 the estabn timent of 'S ere
should A attributed to John c.
o in the early elghtxes‘w

#%he outstanding citizens “‘:
tourt county. Mr. Moomaw lived:
it Cloverdale. He had a magnificm 't
'state there and was a pioneer in peach
svowing and the frult packing busi-
1ess.

In 1881, when preliminary surveys
were made for the Shenandoah Valley
rallroad, Mr. Moomaw was appointed an
adviser and right-of-way agent for the
company. The preliminary line had

been run from Balcony Falls along the eld at Lexington the next day. Hav-  gho was «spending the night neam,
south side of James River to Buch- Jg some business on the way. he $tob- | Bychanan. e } )
anan; thence through Buchanan to |- I T T e ﬁ
Lnoney's Creek; thence following

Looney's and Back Creek to Troutville; !
thence to Cloverdale, pissing near the'
residence of Mr. Moomaw,; and from
‘here on to Salem where lt was pro- |
nosed to tap the Atlantic’ Mississippi &
Onhio rallroad, later known as the Nor—!
folx and Western. l

Many Obstacles.

The preliminary surveys revealed
quite a number of obstacles, and hence
zave rise to other feasible outlets, with
all of which Mr. Moomaw was con-
versant. One of these was said to be
“he abandonment of the west. coursey
)r the r(;ad {yom Balcony .Falls andl

divert it thence in meutﬁrgx direc~

on to'] 1er1bu‘rg. it ¥as held thaf
v.&i Ahatv route was. dlfﬂw!ﬁ— Fh%v

pmg “Phik No‘rtn]k an

Lynchpury it would also comre \i:. A
tact with the Virginia Midland rail
road. Cn

Foreseeing the probable diversion, Mr.
Moomaw conceived the idea of termi-
hating the road at Big Lick. Then, too,
the rights of way from Cloverdale to
Salem were rather difficult to obtain,
as the proposed line crossed much valu-
able farmiand. This, coupled with the
probable diversion toward Lynchburg,
caused Mr. Moomaw to look over a pos-
sible route from Cloverdale to Big Lick.
Alter consultation with the engineers,
e saw that the grade could be nego-
tiated and immediately hed a confer-
xnce with the leading citizens of the
town.

Big Lick, in 1880, was a way station
on the Atlantic, Mississippi & Ohlo
raflroad. 1Its chief business was the
manufacture of tobacco, hit there were
yher small industries in the town, to-!
Zether with quite an extensive lumber
and planing mill enterprise conducced;
by J. Kefauver & S0n, several mercan- |
zlle stores and a bank.

The First Conference.

Mr. Mocmaw came to Bxg Lick and]
had a conference with P.

L. Terry, F.,— ..

Sich was situated north nf the ratl-! aps others,
Apdd at Commercee street c“os:l'\g t,:;’
“his ¢ Mr. Moomaw sugges :
)n bitfnt‘}?c}‘—c{::thvens of Big Lick would! A?ter Mr, Terry had outlined the suzI-
up a petition. subscribe & suffi- gestion made by Mr. Moomaw, and
ht pinAunt to payv for righils of wey gegaral speeches had be,;-nl nlméloc Bllr;
: mag offer a terminal favor of bringing the road . in
Yld e dal: i{zes an?q robably be T ¢k at all hgzmd it was deeided td
e, R e ik > - start a petition. It was hastily drawn
yrought into Big Lick. The enterpris- Up, and set.forth an invitation to the
ng citizens of the town, \'1suahz{ub ‘Shenandos alley railroad to survey
‘ossibilities of a great development in- And build fta loe into the- 3s and
ident to a railrcad terminal, immedi- In comstden v, for which the ‘town.
tely got busy with the movement and ; rom!sed: te(xmuml Pnd a, subaerip’clon
alled a meeting for that same nicht T IHE T w-, EPSS g‘,.a
o be held at Rorer Hall. In the mea:a- G\pveqided it the meetlng, and atter,the
‘ree. Mr. Mocomaw left to attend &« signatures had been attached he stat\ed“
-2geting of the directors of the Shenan- 14 wps now necessary to get the docu-
‘weh Valley railroad, whiclh was Lo D¢ ment in the hands of John C. Moomaw,

HRILRI®

Fuhsription

JOHN C. MOOMAW

]




i one of the greatest pleasures of my life

Mr. Moomaw had left instructiondl ever,between us was that we were both

as to how he could- be reached in case,
the petition was formulated; but ati
whose residence he stopped is not now;
‘known. The chairman asked if anyohe:
- would volunteer to ride that night withi
. the greatest message that Blg Lick had!
. qver sent out. The #irst man 0 re-
‘spond wms Charles W. Thomas, lown|
| sergeant, Mr. Thomas was for .many;
. years city treasurer of Roanoke City,
‘and once gave the writer a graphie de-;
scription of his ride that fateful nighs,
when he volunteered  his services. i

i
Petition Dellvered. )

. The story of the night ride and the
. delivery of the petition to Mr. Moomaw.
. cannot be better told than by guoting
Mr. Thomas’ exact words, accordipg to
his recollection after 456 years have
elapsed. Says he:

“As near as I oan recollect, the cir
cumstance of the ride when I took th
papers and th? big subscripticn of $10,

000 1o Mr. John C. Moomaw for the
purpese of alding in the building of
railroad to cost several million dollar

" is about as follcwa:

“It was not the poar little han

"the Big Lick citizens that won for w
‘t{he termiual of the Shenandecah Val
'tev Railroad. While our near neighbors

slepT. we painted Big Lick red: and
{ while T had no money to give, 1% was.

of money, but the progressive spirit OYN ik & Western Reilway company, oI
t¥ Ph
-1t

10 do my little bit in laring the foun-
i dation for a great and magnificent city.
 As 1 recail she ctroumstances leadiag
‘up to the ride, Mr. P, L. Terry eame to
:me on Commerce Street, the only one
. we could boast of a3 & street, in fro: t
-of the old Virginia Bank Building and
'said: ‘Charlie we have a subscription
'of 810.000 and some resolutions, with
other papers, which we want you to
ital;e to Mr. John C. Moomaw, who wiil
'meet you at a bridge about two miles
i this side of Buchanan, on the macadains
;road. at one o'clock tonight. He wil
i take them to Lexing’ where the
| board of wirectors of the Shenandoah
: Valley Rallroad will meet tomorrow at
‘ten o'clock.’

“I said to Mr. Terry that I was at his
service. He had his riding mare saddled
‘and shertly after dark I slipped out >t
jtown with those valuable papers. 1
rode leisurely along with nothing to
mar the occasion or interrupt the s il-
ness and quietness of the night except

headed toward a town called Lexing-
ton. | The @ifference was, that I was on
# pegoelwl imission Paul Reveré'on
o e cne.” N

Readers e are familiar with the
roed betwelh Roanoke and Buchanan
will easily reccgnize the point where
Mr. Thomas met Mr. Moomaw. It was
unquestionably at Looney's Creck.

Route Is Diverted.

The next ‘ay st Lexington, when
the hoard of directors of the Shenan-
doab {Valley railroad met there to fur-
ther vonsider the question Jf routing
the Jlng and approving rights-of~way,
T omaw appeared with the valu-
ab ument from Big Lick and gave
8 account of the cordial reception
helinid received in Big Lick, and the
1 interest manifested by its lead-
ing men. It is said that the directors
voted unanimously to divert the road
into Big Lick and instructed its corps
of dngineers. to proceed with the sur-
i vey.
¥ ;': o distinct loss that the records
' of“TRe meeting at Lexington are not
‘extant. Mr. I. W. Booth, secretary of the

elphia, has been very hopeful
writer in getting some data on
{ B % ject. Mr. Booth advises that the
'meeting was held at Lexington in April,

ished in 1882, and the first train put
through in June of that year.

Mr. Flickwir's StoTy.

Another story of the proposed di-
version of the road from the original
plan of extend:ng it to Salem is re-
lated by D. W. Flickwir, who was at
that time assisiant engineer under W.
W. Coe. Mr. Fiickwir worked out all

1B81. The road into Roanolec was fite .

i ju ©. AMoomaw. ’
out of place at this
shiort account of
sble man who
with the founding
Rory of his carder is
‘fctivity and en s
to the rather. ef

$86, after an- mg‘xe-»ot one week, |
Soon after his 'first marriage he |
pought s farm in Botetourt county at '
Cloverdale, upon ,which he lived until
h'- death., He immediately established
as his principal business commercial
orcharding, devoting his efforts to ap-
) ples, peaches, grapes and pears.

First eanﬂing Factory,

In 1867 he emtered the business of
-commerclal cannfi:g and established
"the first canning plant south of Balti-
more, Maryland. At that early date
commercial canni:i:g in tin cans was
: still very largely in the experimental
stage, and the lifile commercial can-
ning being dome..as centered largely
around the city of Baltimore, - with
som” sardine camning in the vicinity

of the proposed lines and made the

tention was given to the proposed idea
of diverting the road at Balcony Falls
toward Eynchburg, though Mr. Kim-
ball did have an option on the purchase
of the Virgitnia Midland road, which ran
through that place, and it is probable

ping the two roads in that city. How-

ever, Mr. Kimball very promptly aban-

doned the Virginia Midland project.
One of the most unusual routes sug-

the beat of my lLiorse’s feet on the road-
way. It was very dark up to eleven}
o'clock. Then the moon came out with'
1its effuigent rays, making the land-:
o 1 the old hizhway in Bote-!
e iful ¢ look upon. T
2 ten minutes to one
there for a short tiue,
“ens comang tovrd me riding
cn the road sxirsing the.
creck, and whicn 2d the moin high-!
Wwar g ai the kridse. Tho ridier proved,
to be Mr. Moomaw. To my jubllant|
salutation of ‘Good morninz, Mr.
on.aw,’ he -cplied xﬂry quietl’. said
him, pulling cut my packet cf
os: *Mr. Mcoomaw, I have some very
tent papers that Mr. P. L. Texry
ted me tc be delivered to you.
#8 1 thereupo handed him the pack- |
), He re-.arked in his quiet way. |
k. Yhomas, 1 believe these pa-ers will
! the Sherendoah Valley gallroad
"to Blg Lick.’ I replied that J surely
.hopefi they would. At this we parted.
he tyrning his horse’s head toward Lex-
ingt I turning mine back toward
" Roaljoke. He did not have any time to
lose, as it was cbout 24 miles from
‘there to Lexington. I had about 23 »r
124 es in getting back home. I got
; into [Big \Lick just at daybreak, and
ire disjinctly that the chick.ns were
| crowing a§ I came through Old Lick.

i Do fail to give Mr. John (.
CYeat credit, as in my hum?zle
e was the moving spirit.

(_ of midnight rides,” Mr.
‘ludes, “reminds me of faul
, the only similartcy, frovw-

the Blue Ridge mountains to dronville.

in Bedford tounty. and tappfy ‘thd:

Atlantic, Mississippi & Ohio road at
that point.

7.2 Ironvilie Plan.

Joseph H. Chapman, of Salem, was
the owner of the mines there, and con-
ceived the idea, submitted a drawing
and wrote . number of letters to Mr.
Coe explaining the feasibility of the
proposed lines. If this had been car-
ried out, both Roanoke and Salem

would have been left out. Mr. Flickwir

relates that at the earnest so'icitation of
Mr. Chapman a survey was actually
made, Mr. Chapman having advanced

the theory that even if a tunnel had.

to..e cut through the mountain there
was fron ore -ificient to pay for the
excavation. When the survey had been
completed, Mr. Chapman, who was very

enthusiastic in his plans, came to see -

the engineering corps as to what the
result was. The first question he ask-
ed was how many tunnels there were
on the proposed line. He was informec
there would be but one tunnel. He then
| asked how long the tunnel would be
and was amazed when told that it
L. would be the whole lengti of the pro-

final survey for ile road as it is now!
located. He says that very lttle at-;

that while such matter was being talk-:
ed of the idea was advanced as to tap- .

gosted was that of diverting the road:
from a point just below Nace, through-

of Portland, Maime. He is, therefore,
oonsidered to be $he pioneer and com-
'{ mercial fruit groyer and canner of the
i 8outh. ;
| His first effor at canning were
il confined largely grc peaches, but he

later developed & general canning busi-‘
n

! ness and In addition to peaches he
ca’ 1ed pears. blackberries, apples, corn,
., peas and tomatoes. At first he depend-
i ed upon tin can manufactyrers ot
'+ Baltimore for his supply of cans, but
1 after a few years operation he manu-
factured his own tin cans at Clover-;
dale, thus giving all-year employment :
to what was considered in that day a |
rather large number of employees.
His farming operations extended
from the Cloverdale farm to another
large farm in Botetourt county near
Daleville, a farm in Bedford county
.near Goodes, a farm In Surry county
for the growth of peas and a tract of
some hundred acres -in Florida, upon
which he intended to develop orange
groves. .

Many OthcrAeﬂvlﬁel
Dmaw's fofebears from his

M fathcer esily after mare.
- riage afftliated with the
Brethren. The son, therdfcse, became;
_agtive in that denomination’and wik’

sidered ope of the leading eldirs
.afd preadhers 'af'his day. ‘

He was much Interested in and took
an active part in every worth whiid
social and political movement of the
day, and devoted much of his time to
public good.

Bedides his active interest in secur-
ing for Roanoke the Shenahdoash Val-
‘ley terminal here, he largely interested
himself in the building of the Roanoke
& Southern Rallroad. He was its vice-
president during the perlod of its or-
ganization and had-much to: do with
Taising the capital necessary to, build

'l

urch ot f.hpl1

the road but he did not live to see its
completion. ’




NAS MU DALPHIN TY

‘Richard Glenn Huffman sent me a copy of the work of Samuel H Mumma done many

years ago, and updated by Ellen L Mumma in 1970. This deals with the family of
Jonannas Mumma who settled near Highspire in Dalphin County apout 175Z,

Samuel Mumma thought that this Johannas, born 10 Mar 1736 and died 11 Jan iBi6,
was the son of Jacob Mumma who arrived on the Pennsylvania Merchant in 1731 with
nis fathar Jacob. Since Jacob was under i6 wnen they arrived he would have been
born after 1715 and less than Z1 years old when Johannas was born in 1736.
Jacob died in 1724 leaving a will in wnich he mentioned nis oldest son Jacob and
altho he had a son John the estate settlement indicate that ne was one of the
younger children. So we see that it would be impossible for John born 1736 to
pe the son of tnis Jacob. So who is he?

It is possible that the fatner Jacob Mumma who arrived in 1731 could have nad
more cnildren after they arrived in Pennsylvania but records show no indication
that he did. He died intestate in 1748 nis son Jacod was administrator. And
there seem to be few records of the settlement. If tnere nad been young
children we would expect to find some guardiansnip records.

Lecnard Mumma who arrived in 1732 had a son John Jacob born ii Dac 1735. While
the difference in the pirthdates mignt be accounted for in the change in the
calender in 1752 and poor memory, this John Jacob seems to have been in Earl
Townsnip after Johannas is in Dalpnin County.

Probably the best possibility is Jonan Lorentz Mumma who came in 1747. The "Two
Brothers" on which he arrived did not list the names of the women and children,
so we o not know how many children he had or who they were. He appeared on ine
tax list in Hempfield township in 1750. He died in 1752 leaving an oral will
mentioning a "wife and childern® as nis neirs. He could have had a son gorn in
1736, who would have been i6 when his father died. FPernaps after the death of
his fatner ne went to Dalpnhin County.

Ahout 1895 Dr. Egle copied the tombstones inscriptions of a small femily
cemetery on the "Old Mumma Farm” noerth of Highspire in Dalphin County. i

Mumma, John b Mar 10 1736 d June 17, 1816
Mumma, John (jr ) b Mar 11 1776 d Aug 3, 1859
Mumma, Elizabeth b Mar 28 1780 d May 2, 1850
Mumma, John, son of John and Elizabeth b Aug i5 1807 d Aug Z4, 1838
Mumma, Christian son of John b Aug 1Z 1783 d May 3@, i85S
Mumma, Fanny o Nov 29 1789 d fug 2i, 1BZZ
Mumma, John, son of Christian and Fannis b Nov 1, i8ii d Jul 1@, 1843
Mumma, Elizabetn w of Christian, dau of Henry & Mary Hagy

b Oct i8 1793 d Mar b 1843
Mumma, Solomen, son of Christian and Elizabetn b Oct 14 1827 d Nov Z4, 1849
Mumma, Mary dau of Henry and Mary Hagy b Sep 2B 1804 d Dec Z6 185i
Mumma, Samuel, son of Christian and Nancy b Sep 2@ 1842 d fApr 24, 1877
Mumma, Elizabeth dau of Christian and Ann b Aug Z 1847 d May 30, 1862

QUERY My great grandfather William ] Morris b 28 Mar 1842 Fairfield Co.Ohio

pParents? Married Catharine Mumaw, Elida Oh. 18BZ. Her parents Martha McMillen

and John Mumah. Need information re: John's parents and family. Patricia 6.

Tolly, 408 Broadway, Shelbyville, IL 62565

i Stroh, Oscar B. Pennsylvania Tombstone Inscriptions. Vol I p 37
Published by the Pennsylvania Chapter Palatines to America.
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