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HISTORY OF JACOB MUMMA, SON OF GEORGE MUMA SR.

[NOTE: This is a substitute page for Richard Huffman’s 1971 book entitled the “GENEALOGY of GEORGE MUMA FAMILY of Westmoreland Co”.  In his original genealogy, researchers inadvertently determined that the Jacob Mumaw of Bullskin Twp., Fayette County, PA was the son of George Muma of Westmoreland Co., PA.  Additional research of census and land records show the Jacob Mumaw of Bullskin Twp. was much older and he had a wife by the name of Elizabeth.  It is now clear that Jacob Mumma, son of George Muma, Sr. only had one wife by the name of Barbara Noftsinger and she was the mother of all five of Jacob’s children. Jacob Mumaw of Bullskin Twp., sold his land in 1812 whereupon he and his family migrated to Stark Co., OH. The identification of this additional Jacob Mumaw family was provided through the research efforts of Kay Rybak in 2002.  This revised page created by Douglas M. Mumma]
From various documents we can conclude that Jacob Mumma, the son of George Muma, Sr. had a significant drinking problem that affected his marriage and ability to function. While we don’t know when he married Barbara Noftsinger, it was likely around 1800 when he was about 20 years of age.  In the 1810 census, Barbara Muma, (age 26-44) is listed as the head of household in nearby German Township of Fayette County, PA.  With her is one son under the age of 10, one son age 10-15, and two girls under the age of 10.  There is a discrepancy between children listed in this census and what has been recorded for Jacob and Barbara, but possibly a son died after 1810 census.  In addition, Andrew Mumma (listed as Mooma), Jacob’s younger brother, and his sister, Mary Muma who married Jacob Fretz, are living next to each other, also in German Township of Fayette County.  This is likely on the 106 acres of land George Muma, Sr. had originally purchased in German Township, Fayette County on 12 Jun, 1804.  On 17 June, 1815 he sold this farm to his son-in-law and daughter, Jacob and Mary Muma Fretz.
Several other pieces of information support the fact Barbara and Jacob were having marital difficulty.  The records from Westmoreland County Deed Book 11, page 243 records that on May 17, 1815 David Mumaw Sr. of East Huntington Twp. and Mary (Maria) his wife, for $200.00 sold to George Muma Sr., 8 acres, part of a tract sold by Abraham Welty and his wife Elizabeth, to David Mumaw on August 15, 1803.  This tract was sold in trust.  For the sole use and benefit of Barbara Mumma, wife of Jacob Mumma, during her life, and to go to her children when she dies. This would suggest that Jacob's father George Muma Sr. was assuming the responsibility of caring for Jacob's family.
Jacob's father, George Muma Sr., when he wrote his will on November 10, 1834 reflected grave concern for his son Jacob. "One share of which I do will unto my son, Jacob, to be appropriated to his use as follows, viz: To be put on interest by my executors and kept safe and in case he should become unable to keep himself, the interest of the same is to be applied for his use and relief, and if the interest is not sufficient, the principle is to be applied as the circumstances may require, which said share coming to or willed to my son Jacob, whatever it may amount to, is subject nevertheless to a deduction of five hundred and sixty dollars and seventeen cents, already paid him".  This also suggests that Jacob was still alive in 1834.

On page 33 of Virgil R. Mumaw’s self published book entitled “From Pequea Creek to Wayne County, A History of the Amos Mumaw Family” he states, “Barbara parted from Jacob because of his addiction to alcohol. She thought that she was not doing right by leaving him and took him back. Soon after, George (1818-1886) was born. When George was several years old, she could no longer put up with Jacob’s habit and left him again. Barbara spun wool, made flax cloth and flannel to make a living.”  Virgil’s reference for this information is entitled – Brenneman Box. This is a box of Brenneman letters and other documents related to the Brenneman family. It has been passed down through the Mumaw family. Other Mumaw documents have been added. It was in the possession of Adam Mumaw (1888-1974) and was passed to his son, Floyd Mumaw (1923-   ). I am grateful to Floyd for allowing me to look through the material in this box. I was able to glean some interesting facts from the documents for use in these notes.
Somerset County Deed Book 9, page 170 records that Jacob Mumer (Mumma) and Barbara his wife, formerly Barbara Noftsinger, daughter of John Noftsinger late of Somerset Co., deceased, appoint Christian Stauffer of Last Huntingdon Twp. Westmoreland Co. Pa. our lawful attorney; for the purpose of obtaining from John Noftsinger's executor, George Leightemberber of Somerset Co., sums due the heir. Written on December 7, 1816.
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Barbara Noftsinger Mumma died on January 5, 1828, and she is buried in Alverton Cemetery, not far from the George Muma Sr. plot. Her tombstone reads "Barbary Mumaw died Jan 5, 1828 age 52 years. To her right is marker of David Bixler D 7/23/1850, and at her left is an empty area, where Jacob Mumma is possibly buried, with either his tombstone missing, or else his father's executors never erected a marker. In the estate of Barbara Noftsinger Mamma, is a voucher for $3.00 paid to Jacob Mumma (Jacob MewMaw) for making a trip to Somerset Co. and back.
No records regarding the administration of the above share for Jacob was found in the court records, neither was there any record of his death, probably because he had no estate to be inherited or settled. While no proof exists, it would seem logical that he would be buried by the executors of his father's estate, beside his wife Barbara, at Alverton Cemetery. Barbara s 8 acres were sold and proceeds distributed to her children on Apr. 23, 1831, they, having already had moved to Holmes County, Ohio, recorded Westmoreland Co. W.B. 19 ‑ 162.

GENEALOGY OF THE JACOB MUMMA FAMILY

Compiled by Henry Mumaw; Anna Naomi Mumaw, 8th child of Rev. Amos Mumaw cooperated with the newly appointed family genealogist ‑ Mrs. Raymond Kalbfleisch, Rural Route # 3, Petoskey, Michigan 49770, to present this branch of the family for this genealogy.

Additional information and references about the George Mumma/Mumaw family, as well as other families with whom the Mumma family intermarried, is contained in a out of print book written and published in 1990 by Winfred Paul entitled “Along the Banks of Jacobs Creek – A Genealogy of a Mennonite Community”, Mennonite Publishing House, Scottdale, PA.
***************************
The following information was received from Ronda Watt rondonw@yahoo.com in 2008 which nicely identifies the married children of Jacob Mumma and Barbara Noftsinger.
My cousin hired a researcher and she found a document giving power of attorney to John Stoner for John and Rachel Mumaw, George and Catherine Bachtel, Abraham and Fanny Shallenburger and John and Elizabeth Molebash. (all residing in Holmes County, Ohio) dated 28th of March, 1831.

The power of attorney was to sell land in Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania for "no less than $100" this was land left in trust by George Muma for the sole use and benefit of Barbara Muma wife of Jacob Mumua during her natural lifetime and after her decease to go to her children or heirs. This property was sold to Jacob Stoner for $100 on the 23rd of March, 1831.

From the above information I conclude that Jacob and Barbara did not have a child named Barbara who married a Peter Bechtel, as listed in the Huffman book. I believe they had a child named Catherine and she married George Bachtel
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