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took notes end pictures of the scenes. They greoiously
shared with me their findings: Many thanks to one and
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Introduction

RANKIVELL is an old and distinguished name having
origins in Cornwall, England, before the l4th century.

Experts in the Celtic language of early Cornwall
differ as to the meaning of the name. 8ome authorities
believe the name means 'Valley of the Horse's. Others
insist the name means 'Glen of Woodcooks'. 8till others
think the name may mean 'Sweet One'.

There are several stories about origins of the
Nenkivell oclan. No doubt early Nankivell family history
is part of the history of the people of Cornwall, whose
roots are in the Celtio race. The Celts were Indo-
Buropeans of Southern Germany known to have existed in
the Bronte Age, 01000 B.C. Celts oococupied large parts
of BEastern Burope and Gaul, Spain, Britain, 8cotland and
Ireland. S8ince Anglo-Saxon settlements never reached
far into Cornwell, Celtic place names still predaminate
there.

It is said that people (Celts?) from the Iberian Pen-
insula came to England about the time of Christ looking
for tin, which at that time oould be picked up from the
surface of the earth.

Some persons believe the Nenkivell family ocame from
France with William the Congueror in 1066. However, a
check of the 'Roll of the Battle Abbey', the list of
knights who survived the Battle of Hastings, finds no
one bearing a surnsme even resembling 'Nankivell' or
'Nanteuil'.

There is also the tale of Nankivell survivors of the
Spanish Armada of 1688. That expedition was a rout and
it 4s thought there could have been no survivors reachr
ing the shores of Cornwall. It is also to be noted the
NANKIVELL neame was already established in Cornwall by
1688.

Then there is the story of Hugenots who brought the
NANKIVELL name to England when they were forced to flee
fram Frence. It is true Hugenot immigrants married into
Nenkivell families. However, the nsme seems to have
been established before the arrival of Hugenots.

Just before 1800, ores ... copper and tin, silver and
lead ... were discovered in the region of Tavistook -
Marytavy, Devon. Cornish miners took jobs in the various
mines that opened. As the mines of Tavistook became
depleted miners contracted their services for specified
lengths of time at oversess locations in Mexico, Bouth
Americe and Africa. A number of Nankivell families
became pioneers in those far-away places of Australia
and New Zealand.

When in their new homes it was found more men were
wanted for the mines, the immigrants always knew somebody
at home for the works Cousin Jack. So Cornishmen all
over the world have become known as 'Cousin Jack'; the
womenfolk are called 'Cousin Jennie'.

By 'Tre Ros Car Nen Pol Pen
Ye may know most Cornishmen’.

NANKIVELL NOTEBOOK began as a list of nemes and ad-
dresses from telephone directories around the English-
speaking worlde To this was added & list of individual
records concerning births, baptisms, merriages, and
deaths, mostly of England, from International Genealog-
i0al Index (IGI). Other lists of records, census datas,
some wills have been examined.

Happily, WANKIVELL NOTEBOOK has grown from mere list-
ings of names. In answer to query letters, individuals
have sent results of their personal research into their
own family roots. Interesting bits of family history
and unique insights into the lives of same family members
have also been included.

NANKIVELL NOTEBOOK is now a large colleotion of gene-
ological histories desoribing several large family groups
and hundreds of small families, single households and in-
dividuals. The histories begin with femily members bear-
in the Nankivell surname and include descendants whatever
the surname to the present day.

The oldest record of the family name is the mention of
'*Nansouvel' on the Assize Rolls of Cornwall in 1277.
There are several later reocords where names of similar
spelling are mentioned.

Over the years the spelling of the surname hag changed
so that in the modern world we find many variations.
Worldwide the most popular is Nankivell, but Nanocekivell
is often seen in North Devon, England, and Ontatio, CAN.

It is often said that family members are buried as
Nan(oce)kivell but live as Kivell. The name Kivell is
widely used, but not all persons using the name are of
BEnglish extraotion with roots in Cormwell or Devon.

Probably the largest number of persons bearing the
Nankivell name are living in Australia. However in New
Zealand there is probably & larger number of Nankivells
if expressed as a percentage of total population. Bng-
land is probably in third place using either method of
oount.

The oldest continuous history of Nankivells begins in
8aint Columb Major, Cornwall, about 1400 when the lands
of Neankivell came into possession of a King's Herald by
name of Typpett. For several generations the family name
was hyphenated as Typpett-Nankivell; later the Typpett
was dropped.

Nankivells are recorded as living in Truro, Cormwall,
from about 1600. The Truro family is widely believed to
be & branch of the St. Columb Major family but exact ties
ocannot be shown. Meany references to persons bearing the
Nankivell surname from 1600 to 1700 oan be found in Corn-
i{gh oommunities such as 8t. Austel, 8t. Stephen in Bran-
nel, St. Ewe, Parranzabuloe and Ruan Lanihorne.

From Cornwall Nankivells spread throughout England.
Then with poor econamic conditions in England in the mid
19th oentury, Nankivells from all parts of England migra-
ted to countries around the world. Today Nankivells are
found in England, Australia, New Zealand, Canada, United
States of America and Republio of South Africa.

It was in 1840 that two sons of Ann Rogers end Thomas
Nankivell of Marytavy, Devon, were among first English
settlers to New Zealand. Descendants are numerous in New
Zealand and Australia. Two small family branches are re-
presented in USA. A large genealogiocal history has been
developed for this family.

After 1862 when gold was discovered in Australias, many
Nenkivells migrated there. They often put their mining
earnings into farm lands; many of these lands remain in
the hands of descendants. Several large and moderate-
sized histories are under development.

The several Nankivells who came to USA had small fami-

lies. Only small histories have been possible and in
general exaot ties to their English past remains unknown.

June 1989
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NANKIVELL family ohart 40sEDB, page 4 of 4.

NANKIVELL, Edmund of Generation XIV.

b 16 J1 1844 St. Columb Major, Cornwall, ENG ob0568
d 17 Ap 1895 Kingston, Jemaioa, B.W.I.
m/2 26 Oc 1882 Jamaioa

Lilla Agnes NORTON

8till flirtatious in her 80s - recalled her 18
inch waistline which she maintained until age 26,
and that her husband was known to upset the chess
board when he was losing.

b 27 Ap 1863 USA

d 0o-De 1960 Bournemouth, age 87 0d613

2A NANKIVELL, Kathleen Lilla Maud
Hospital nurse.

b 6 Nv 1884 Jamajca d703
d J1-Se 1971 Bournemouth, Dorset 4703
nm

2B NANKIVELL, Noel Howard
From 8 to 16 years of age attended Christ's Hospital,
a boarding school in Horsham, Surrey, as 'Blue Coat
Boy' receiving Admiralty Gift, whioh means that Admir-
alty paid for his education because his father was a
deceased naval officer.
Went into Colonial Civil Service; first sent to
Jamaioa, then Trinidad. In 1930s was Deputy Colonial
Seoretary in Trinidad. The Deputy Colonial Secretary
became Acting Colonial Sooroul-% or Governor when
these officers were on leave. For one day o 1936 Noel
was Governor of Trinidad.
In late 1930s he was very much involved with troubles
in the oil fields. He was posted to Cyprus as Treas-
urer. Coming home from Oyprus for Christmas Holidays
was killed in train i.noidont*undor mysterious oiroum-
stances. e pan ke
b 27 Mr 1893 Jemaioa
d 20 De 1938 Franoce
bur St. Germaine-en-lLaye, Paris, Franoce, under a bit

of Cornish granite.

m/1 J1-Se 1917 Brentford, Middlesex emé47; div
Sybil Agnes HUNT
) 1899
d

m/2 19 My 1932 Trinidad

Florence MUYSKEN, dau Blizabeth Benjamina VanDEURS,

an Ameriocan, youngest of six children, & Joan.

4 Bard of Cornwall; lived 30 years in Cornwall.

b 8 Je 1901 Amsterdam, The Netherlands A RUFF, John Piers
lvng Ja 1986 Brighton, England [ b 1948

1A FANKIVELL, Agnes B RUFF, Richard William
Author. b 1964
\;Ap-Jo 1918 Brentford, Middlesex eb710

vog
m Ap 1939 Brentford, Middlesex em566

William RUFF
b 1902 ~A MONTFORD, Alice Petra
lvng b 23 De 1963
2A FANKIVELL, Selma Hope B MONTFORD, Simon Dioon
An artist of some repute. A Senior Leoturer at b 21 Je 1966
Brighton Polytechnical College in silk soreen
printing for which she had 7 years training. | C MONTFORD, Piran Dibdin
Seoretary of Brighton Soociety, of Preston Booiety, b 1 Au 1970
and of Sussex Heritage Trust. In June 1980 became
Chairman of Brighton's Conservation Area Advisory LD MONTFORD, Sukey Jeanne Demelza

Camittee. b 17 Ja 1972
b 30 Se 1934 Port of Spain, Trinidad, B.W.I.

lvng Ja 1986 Brighton, Englend

n Jl-Se 1962 Chelsea, Sussex emB96

Adrian Rapheel MONTFORD, son Marian Alice DIBDIN

& ...; sculptor; teaches soulpture at 8t. Martin A NARKIVELL, Daniel

Sohoal of Arts in London. b 30 Ooc 1964 Hertford ob970
2B BANKIVELL, Edmund Typpett B HANKIVELL, Luoy Ellen

Eleotronio Engineer; Author: 'The Jowett Jupiter!' b 22 Je 1966 Brighton eb981

b 18 Nv 1936 Haarlen, The Netherlands

lvng Ja 1986 _Lewes, -Sussex C NANKIVELL, Howard

m J1-Se 1962 Chelsea, Sussex en69%4 b 13 Fe 1971 Brighton eb1006

Belinde Primrose ROBINSON
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